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tenth and eleventh centuries, and was the receptacle
into which all the mettle of that strenuous population
was poured. The continued draught of the best men
in Norway, Sweden, and Denmark, to these piratical
expeditions, exhausted those countries, like a tree
which bears much fruit when young, and those have
been second-rate powers ever since. The power of
the race migrated, and left Norway void. King Olaf
said, "When King Harold, my father, went westward
to England, the chosen men in Norway followed him:
but Norway was so emptied then, that such men have
not since been to find in the country, nor especially
such a leader as King Harold was for wisdom and
bravery."

It was a tardy recoil of these invasions, when, in
1801, the British government sent Nelson to bombard
the Danish forts in the Sound; and, in 1807, Lord
Cathcart, at Copenhagen, took the entire Danish fleet,
as it lay in the basins, and all the equipments from
the Arsenal, and carried them to England, Kong-
helle, the town where the kings of Norway, Sweden,
and Denmark were wont to meet, is now rented to a
private English gentleman for a hunting ground.

It took many generations to trim, and comb, and
perfume the first boat-load of Norso pirates into royal
highnesses and most noble Knights of tho Garter; but
every sparkle of ornament dates back to the Norse
boat. There will be time enough to mellow this
strength into civility and religion. It is a medical
fact, that the children of tho blind soe; tho children
of felons have a healthy conscience* Many a meant